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PRATNATATTVA Journal of Archaeology Department, J.U. Vol. 3 June 1996

Pre-Muslim Settlement and
Chronology of Savar Region

M.M. Hoque, S.M.K. Ahsan, S.S.M. Rahman

Introduction

Savar is rich in cultural heritage. We [ind throughout Savar thana an astonishing
varilies of arl objects and monuments dating [rom the early historic period to the
present day. The ravages of war. vandalism and negligence have been destroying
these cultural remains. Therefore. the responsibility. lies on all of us who are
looking after the preservation ol the heritage. To study in detail we have Laken a
small scale programme to enquire with the cultural past of Savar region. The
methodology followed in this study comprises field work and communication
with local people and learned persons in the field. besides checking published
literature on the subject.

Savar (23°51' North and 90° 15 ' Easl) is located 18 km north of Dhaka cily. The
area is bounded by three rivers such as the Turag in the east. the Dhaleshwari in
the south and the Bansi in the wesl. All these rivers are now moribund. The land
surface of the northern part of the region is undulating and orginally consisted of
old alluvium (Pleistocene deposil) while the southern part along the river banks
is plain and covered by new alluvium. The soil of this area is red in colour. The
undulating land surface. called challa. is covered with sal. gajari and jack [ruit

trees. The intersecled low land. known as baid, is suiled for paddy cultivation
only in the winter season. In Lhe rainy season it remains inundated. It is to be
mentioned here that all Pre-Muslim archaeological sites of this region are found
only in challa surlace. Paddy and jackfruit are the major agricultural producls of

the area. Besides, sugercane, polalo. varities of dal (pulses). vegetables and
banana elc. are also produced in the low land.

Limitations of the Study

Savar is now densely populated. Present permanent habitations are seen on most
of the ancient seltlements. It is dillicull to locate the ancient selllement as many
archaeological siles have already been deslrayed and are in impending danger of
encroachment by local and immigranl population. For example, due to growing
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habitlations at Madanpur village (behind the present radio subslalion) a sile ol an
ancient settlement. has been completely devasted. From here we could not
collect even a single polsherd because at present the area is thickly occupied by
new human setllement. Except a site known as 'Raja Harish Chandra's Bari'. no
proper excavation was undertaken in any other site. And even in this case the
excavation report has not yel been published. So. this handicapped is study can
offer only an overview of ancient Savar region.

Review of previous work

The Archaeological importance of Savar was brought to light for the first lime by
James Rennel in his map published in 1780. In the map he showed ancient
Kotbari of Savar as King Harish Chandra's Forl. After that no investigation of
archaeological importance ol Savar area was made till 1913. Harendra Nath
Ghosh carried out an exploration at Savar in 1913 and 1915. and published his
lindings issues of the 'Dacca Review' in the August and Seplember 1921 (Ghosh
1921:39-46). N.K. Bhalttasali carried out a survey and limited excavation al Savar
area in 1921 (Bhattasali 1924-25:37). Since then no archaeological work was
done in the area till 1988-89 when an excavalion was undertaken at Majidpur
jointly by the Directorate of Archaeology. Bangladesh National Museum and the
History Department of Jahangirnagar University. From 1989-90 onwards
Directorate of Archaeology continued excavalion at the same sile for two more
conseculive sessions. A report on these excavation is yet to come out.

History of Savar

The modern name of Savar is reportedly derived from Lhe word of Sharbeswar,
popularly believed (o have been Lhe sile of the legendary King Harish Chandra. The
region has a long glorious past. There are a number of sites of ancient religious.
trade and administrative centres. Of them only 12 Phoolbari. Konda. Gandhari.
Karnapara. Mathbari. Saila. Kalma. Madanpur. Rajashan. Kotbari. Harish
Chandra’s palace and Dagar Mura are now known (o us. Several arlicles have been
writlen on the legendary king ol Raja Harish Chandra by a few scholars. According
lo Jatindra Mohon Roy (Roy 1319 Bengali year) King Harish Chandra migrated
[rom Rarh (o Savar and established his capilal on the bank of Bansi river. Nalini
Kanta Bhallasali published a translation of a lext of sanskri( inscriplion of doubtful
authenticity said to have been found under a math al Savar area (Bhaltasali
1920:113-115). According Lo the translation Lhe inscription had been issued by
Mahendra. son of legendary King Harish Chandra. The texl stated that Raja
Dhimanta Sen. a devolee ol Buddha and son of King Bhima Sena.. invaded and
conquered the powerlul Kiratas of Bhabalina (land belween the Bramaputra and
the Bansabali). His son Ranadhira Sena exlended the Kingdom upto the Himalayas
and [ixed his residence in the city ol Sambhara. Harish Chandra the son of Rana

Dhira Sena was a saint king and his son Mahendra dedicated a Math in the current
year 791 sakabda is equivalenl to 869 A.D.

8 Pratlnatativa



Site Description

Raja Harish Chandra's Bari

The site is located at Majidpur village of Savar Thana, hall a kilometer east of
Savar Bazar bus stand on the Dhaka Aricha highway. It is an extensive site
covering an area of 160 [t. (north-south) X 130 (L. (east-west). The sile as already
mentioned. was excavaled in 1988-1990. These Excavations revealed a 126 ft. 6
inches X 126 fL. 6 inches squre shaped solid brick stupa with two rebuilding
periods. laying bare a monastery al Lhe southern side ol the stupa. Other finds
include a gold and a silver coin. a iron spear-head and a dau (iron-knief), a stone
quern and muller. The excavalion also yielded pottery of red and black ware.
terracotta weight. dabber. votive stupa and decorated brick.

Rajashan

The ancient Rajashan sile is found one kilometer to the east ol Savar Bazar bus
stand and also to the easl of Raja Harish Chandra’'s Bari. A metalic road known as
Rajashan road is passing through the middle of the site. It is a fairly extensive
mound covering approximately three acres of land. There is approximetely a
75m wide natural depression, on Lhe northern and the eastern side of the
mound. The depression. though becomes inundated during the rainy season. is
used for paddy cultivation in the winter. A large number of bricks. brickbats and
potsherds were seen strewn at the site at the time of exploration. The site has
been devastated by the local brick lifters and by unlawful erection of a few
temporary and permanent structures.

Kot Bari

Kot Bari is located at a village called Baktlarpur on the eastern bank of the Bansi
river. An ancient settlement area here attributed to King Harish Chandra'’s time
has traditionally been called Kot-bari (fortified area). This is a rectangular
mud-fort now covering an area approximately 250m (easl-west) X 180m
(north-south). The fortification wall of the sile. except for the north-eastern
corner side, has been destroyed by the local people. The wall here is
approximalely 8m high [rom the ground level. Just outside of the mud wall a deep
but narrow canal can be noliced. Probably earth removed from the canal sirip was
used in building the mud wall. The canal might have also been used as a source for
waler supply to the settlement. It might have served as a some sort of harbour for
King's boals. No other antiquities other than a large number of red and black
potsherds are found at the site.

Gandharia

There is a short relerence to it in Dhalcar Itihash (Roy 1319). Here it is stated that
it was situated about 2 miles Lo the east of Phoolbaria and aboutl 2 miles to the
south of Rajashan. The entire village was encircled by a ditch around it. There
stood remains of a fort which was called by the name of Raban Rajar Bari (king
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Raban's palace). close to il was a place called Dhalipara (abode ol sheild-bearing
soliders).

In between Karnapara and Kot Bari there is a place called Genda which is 3
kilometers away to Lhe south from Savar Bazar bus sland. Here we looked [or the
Gandaria site. Although local people firmly recalled an ancient site known as
Gandaria in this area. it was. however. not possible to locate the site during our
exploration.

Kamapara

The site is located at Karnapara village a few kilometers Lo the south of Savar
bazar. The Bansi river is flowing in the western side ol the village. The Karnapara
village is now well known for a picnic spot in the area. and a private rest-house
was buill right on the site. The sile is now almost washed away by the Bansi river.
On the bank of the river a large number of potsherds of red. black. and grey
wares. both plain and painted wares are found during the exploration. The
decoration on pottery represents black slip on red ware. It contains horizontal
band on the body and neck. and geometric designs. A few potsherds are also
found decorated with cord impression.

Kalma

Kalma is small village about five kilometers to the north-east of Savar bazar bus
stand. Here is an ancient site localed just near the Kalma bus stop. A lew
temporary huts are seen around the site. Archaeological remains ol bricks.
brickbats. potsherds and lerracolta balls are found almost all over Lhe village. The
main mound which is very small and is located in the middle ol the village. The
measurement of the mound is approximalely 10x10m and 3m high from the
ground surface. While it is not possible o say anything definitely about the site
withoul excavalion. but round shape of the mound and the presence of large
number of bricks suggest that il could be a stupa contemporrary to stupas found
in the Rajashan. Raja Harish Chandra’s Bari or Dagar Mura siles.

Saila

Saila is small village localed a kilometer to the south of Kalma village and just
behind the Military Dairy Farm. The ancient remains ol potsherds are found
scattered around three acres of land. The pottery comprises red. grey and black
wares. Most common shapes are large and medium sized jars. bowls, dishes and
miniature pots. It is to be noted Lhat a lew red sherds of green glaze in the inner
surface are also found. The presence of Lhese sherds can be explained only aller
further investigation and excavaltion.

Dagar Mura

Dagar Mura is a small monastery and stupa complex. It is located one kilomelers
to the north of Savar Bazar bus stand and was discovered in 1982 while setling up
a iron rolling mill on the site. In the process of building up this industry, the
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vihara complex was complelely destroyed. A rescue excavation was carried out by
Direclorate of Archaeology in 1983-84 on the stupa mound and unearthed a
square shaped (10.6x10.6m) cruciform brick stupa. The stupa has four
projeclional arms of 0.95m long on four sides.

Mathbari

It is an extensive sile located approximately three kilometers to the north west
of Savar Bazar bus stand. The site now belongs Lo Jahangirnagar Universily
Housing Society. In the recent past Lhere were a few small mounds on the site
which have been llalten in course of developing a housing state. Excepl
potsherds of red. black and grey wares no other antiquities have been recovered
from the sile.

Madanpur

The village of Madanpur is localed a quarter kilometer to the east of Mathbari and
just behind Savar Radio Sub-Station. Bul we could not recover any antiquity from
this village due to dense premanent habitalion.

Phoolbari

Phoolbari is a small village located six kilometer to Lhe south of Savar Bazar bus
stand and on Lhe eastern bank ol Bansi river. In the course of exploration we
could not find any antiquily of pre-Muslim period. Human settlement in this area
began only from the British period. Since phoolbari is not far away [rom Savar and
stands just beside Kainapara. therefore, it can be presumed that this part of flat
and fertile land was used [or cullivation during the regime ol Raja Harish

Chandra.

Konda

An isolated Pleistocene surlace can be seen near Baliyapur bus stand. to the east
of Dhaka-Aricha Road. Konda village is localed about one kilometer away on Lhe
isolated Pleistocene surface. The village is now densely inhabiled. Its Pleistocene
surface is an approximately one and a hall kilometers long and a hall kilometer
wide. A large number of potsherds of red. black and grey wares have been found
scallered almost all over the village.

Ancient Ponds

Apart from these settlements a number of ancient ponds are found in the Savar
region. Most of these ponds are now silted by nalural processes or covered by
human habitations. On the basis of local legend G.M. Lasker (1920:107-110) and
J.M. Roy (1319 Bengali year : 517) slatled that a total of 50 ponds had been
excavaled by Harishchandra in a single night. Of these, only 29 are mentioned.
These are Sagar Dhighi (near Raja Harish Chandra's Bari). Raj Guru's pond.
Chhota Khuda, Bara Khuda. Kumaira pond, Dakaitmara pond, Jor pukur, Niramis
pukur, Kodaldhoya pukur. Giyas pukur, Salini pukur. -Amis pukur, Doyatdhoya
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pukur, Raj dighi. Sukh Sagar. Khataishy pukur. (near-kalma) Jalori pukur, Ban

pukur. Chhobamara pukur. Lal pukur. Satpukuria pukur. Chaiyla pukur, Jaleswari

pukur. Choti mara pukur. Andar pukur, another Kodaldhoya pukur. Burir Bagh -
pukur, Mora pukur and Pitkila pukur. Of these. only three Raj Guru's pond. Sagar

dhigi and Khataishya pukur are still existing. The presence ol large number of

ponds in Lthe area suggest Lhat the area was densly occupied by the human

population during the ancient time.

Analysis of Settlement Data

The above description of sites suggests thal there were three types of sites. Such
as:

a) administrative Site : Kot bari.

b) Religious Site : Harishchandra Rajar Bari. Rajashan, Dagar Mura and
Kalma.

c) Pottery & residential Site : Karnapara. Saila. Madanpur. Phoolbari.
Mathbari and Konda.

Since Gandharia could not be located in course of the exploration. the nature of
site has not yet delermined. Except Konda. the remaining siles are Lo be found in
and around Savar. The distance between them is not more than two Kilometers.
These sites occur along the eastern side of the Bansi river or 2/3 kilometer away
from the Bansi river. The sites which are found along the river bank mostly fall in
the administrative and residential calegories. They are larger in size. The
religious sites having artificial water reservoirs like tanks or ponds. Bricks were

used in the construction of the religious sites while it was not al all used in the
residential sites.

Chronology

Except lor the doubtflul inscription of Mahendra there is no other written
document to ascertain the chronology ol Mehendra and his predecessor.
so-called Raja Harish Chandra. The doubtful inscripltion which has been
translated by N.K. Bhattashali (1920:113-115). He stated Lhat the inscription had
been issued by Mahendra in 791 Sakabda. equivalent to 869 A.D. Depending upon
the date mentioned above he also stated that Harish Chandra's forefathers carved
oul a principalily in and around Sabhar (Savar) immedialtely aller the fall of the
Guptas of Magadha and were swept away by the rise of the Palas,

Bhaltashali's opinions are contradictory. First he accepled a dale 869 A.D. for the
inscription of Mahendra and there he assumes that Mahendra's predecessors
set-up a kingdom in and around Savar after the down fall of the Guptas. We know
that Gupta power swept away [rom Bengal approximaltely by the middle of the 6th
century A.D. Therefore, between the two dates there is at least 300 years time
~ gap and il his opinions are acceptlable then we should say that Mahendra's

forefathers probably had set up a kingdom around Savar circa 550 A.D. and stayed
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General view of the Stupa structure of
Harish Chandra Bari Site.
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for a longer period of time (ill the dale 869 A.D. The limited nature of
archaeological remians at Savar do nol suggest the above view that lhere was a
kingdom who ruled for a longer period of time. On the other hand. the
mentioned date 869 A.D. is conlemporary (o the reign of Narayan Pal (854-908
A.D.) of North Bengal and just belore the rise of Chandra Dynasty of the East
Bengal. The issuer of the inscription is the 5th king of the Savar region. If we
accepl the date 869 A.D. for Mahendra. his predecessors i.e. Bhim Sena. Dimanla
Sena. Ranadhira Sena and Harish Chandra should be conlemporary to Gopala.
Dharmapala and Dev Pala of the Pala Dynasty of North Bengal and. Kharaga and
Deva dynasty ol East Bengal (Majumder 1981). Without a major conflict with
these powerful Dynasties of both north and easl Bengal. how il could be possible
to set-up a separate kingdom around Savar by Mahendra's forefathers and to rule
for a longer period of lime in this area is nol yel clear. Therefore. neither (he date
of inscription nor his assumption left out ol doubl Lo us.

D.C. Sen (1993:277-285) questioned Lhe aulhenticity of the inscription and its
dale. He expressed his doubt on Bhallashali's statement and stated that instead
of reading 791 Sakabda it should be read 1297 Sakabda i.e. 1375 A.D. The
proposed date of D.C. Sen can also be questlionable. I corresponds Lo the reign of
Sultan Sikandar Shah (1357 A.D. Lo 1389 A.D.) the second and independent
Sultan of llyas Shahi dynastly ol Bengal (Sarkar 1976:111-114). After the downfall
of the Sena kingdom though several parts ol Bengal were ruled by Hindus but it
does not mean that Mahendra and his predecessors were able to set-up a new
Buddhist kingdom in and around Savar in (he presence of strong Muslim rulers.
Thus they failed Lo draw a reasonable chronology for Mahendra and his
predecessors because of two reasons. Firsl, their opinions are based on so called
Mahendra's inscription which is just a hand wrilten record on paper by a person
called Kabiraj. Secondly. they think Lhat Mahendra and his forefathers were
independent kings al Savar region.

Geographically. and historically Savar is located al a transil point between two
landmasses North Bengal and Easl Bengal. During pre-Muslim period there
were two river roules connecting the two regions. One was the
Brahmaputra-Shitalakhya waterway and other was Lhe Brahmaputra-Bansi
waterway. Like loday. the Bansi played a major rule in trade and commerce
during early hisloric period. Therelore. we lind a number of ancient siles along
the Bansi river al Savar and near Ghalail ol Tangail district (Zakaria 1984) Similar
fealures are also seen along the Brahmaputra-Shitalakhya river. Therefore. Savar
was a transit point between the North and the Easl Bengal and il lourished as a
trade and commerce centre and an administralive unit. The Jamuna river
running through North Bengal is the changed course of old Brhamaputra river.
The North Bengal and Savar-Vikrampur regions were a contiguous land mass.
Therefore. it can be assumed thatl the whole area might have been under the
sovereignly of powerlul North Bengal kings and the controversial king Mahendra
and his forefathers were only subordinate administrative chiefs of the Norlh
Bengal rulers.
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Now. the queslion arises is that, when was the region controlled by Lhe. Nort.h
Bengal rulers? Since Lhe inscriplion of Mahendra is of no help to us in thiy
regard. Therefore. we must look al the archaeological record [or an _answer to .the
controvarsy of this chronological issue. The archaological records ol Savar region
are not U’IE.I.[ rich Lo resolve this question. However. the (wo slupas. one exposed
al Raja Harish Chandra's Bari and other at Dagar Mura belong to two time periods.
The former shows a characteristic [ealures of pre-cruciform slightly projectional
square shaped solid stupa of post-Gupla period and Lhe later expresses a
constructional features of cruciform stupa and core [illing wall of the pala period.
D.K. Chakrabarti (1992:138-141) has suggesled a dale 7th-8th century A.D. for
these stupas which is more or less acceplable. Because the presence of a number
of stupas. ancienl ponds. posl-Gupla gold coins and a mud fort of the region
suggesl Lthat the rulers who can claim credit for these conslructions were in
power for a long period of Lime (bul not for 300 years as Bhaltasali thinks) and
that the period was more or less a period of political stability. This situation
might have arisen aller the rise of Gopala ol the Pala dynasty and continued till
either middle or later phase of the Pala kingdom. In one trench of Raja Harish
Chandra's Bari there is a subsianlial occuptional deposit below the stupa which
could not be unearthed during the excavalion. D.K. chakrabarti (Ibid 1992)
thinks that this occuptional deposit could be of 5th-6th century A.D. without
[urther excavation in this area it is not possible to confirm his hypothisis.
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Three Mughal Miniatures in the Lalbagh
Fort Museum, Dhaka

Najma Khan Majlis

Eleven exquisilely beautiful Mughal miniatures housed in the former darbar
(Audience Hall) of the erst while converted Museum of Lhe Lalbagh Fort
Dhaka. though remain unnoticed to the general public. may not escape the
attention of connoisseurs of art. These miniatures were bequeathed to the

Lalbagh Fort Museum by the National Museum of Pakistan belween1957 to
1962.

Following are the themes of the eleven miniatures mentioned above.
i) Portrait ol Durdana
ii) Portrait of a Raja seated on a throne
iii) A Portrait of Prince Azam Shah
iv) Portrait of Emperor Aurangzeb sealed on a throne.
v)  Portrait of Asal Zah Bahadur.
vi) Portrait of two women
vii) A scene of a Prince and Princess galloping their horses.
viili) A scene of dancing camels

ix) A scene ol animals in a forest

x) A scene depicting a bull goring two persons being watched by a group
of nobles.

xi) Khawaja Halfiz Shiraz medilating beneath a tree.

Of the above miniatures thematic representation of th

ree pivot round the
portrayal of women in Mughal painting.

The Mughal ruler's penchant for female por
miniatures in manuscripts and muraqqas!
rulers down to the Provincial rulers atelier s
Avadh and the Deccan.

traits is evident from fnyriad of
ranging [rom Imperial Mughal
uch as Hyderabad. Murshidabad.
Innumerable female [igures were depicted
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reperesenting varied themes. These were illustrated lo the context qf the
theme or story of the manuscript or as individual portraits or gorup portraits
mostly in the Royal muragqas.!

Following the precepts of the Muslim rulers of West Asia. particularly Persia.
Akbar (A.D. 1556-1605) commissioned his Royal atelier to illustrate
innumerable manuscripts of varieagated themes. viz. aulobiography. history.
epics, romances, religious books. philosophical treaties. lables elc. as Lhe
Baburnama, Akbarnama. Tarikh-i-Khandan-i-Timuriya. Dastan-i-Amir Hamza.
Akhlag-i-Nasiri, Nafhat-ul-Uns, Ramayana, Razmnama, Anwar-i-Suhaili and so
on.?

Women were represented to the context of these varied themes. These were
generally group portraits or as mere portrayal of women Lo the context of the
story illustrated through miniatures. Very few were individual portraits. The
themes representing women generally centred round the court and the royal
zenana3 Thus queens. princesses. ladies [rom Lhe noble lamilies and women
retainers of the royal household such as the slave girls. female dancers.
acrobats(serving in the royal zenana as well as the courl) were represented in
Mughal miniatures. Women from the middle strala of the society. also
commoners were depicted directly to the context of some trealises such as
Akhlaq-i-Nasiri, Nafhat-al-Uns, Darabnma etc. In the above mentioned
manuscripts common women from middle strata) of the then society in
Mughal India are seen engaged in domestic work of everyday life viz., nursing
children. cooking, drawing waler from the well etc. Other pictorial
representation of women by the painters were introduced as a prelude to the
royal environment directly involved in the thematic contexts. As for instance
the portrayal of common women folk in genre scenes, even the women
labourers working al the construction site ol the Fathpur Sikri and the Agra
Fort 4

Jahangir's (A.D. 1605-1627) royal atelier deviated a little from the traditional
medieval norm of illustration of manuscripts. This aesthete and connoisseur
ruler concentraled on the commission of royal muraqgqas whose themes were
varied bul interesting. Portrail painting came to lime-light where portraits of
women in variegaled modes reflected Lhe personal taste and temperament of
this ruler. Single as well as group portraits of queens.princesses, retainers.
dancing girls. female acrobals. women in toiletting scenes. personification of
women in raga-ragini modes etc. were depicted in the Royal muragqas ol
Jahangir.

The succeeding Mughal ruler's predelection for the portrayal of women in Lhe
royal muraqqas lingered on even under the aegis of Provincial Mughal rulers of
Murshidabad. Avadh. Hyderabad and the Deccan.,
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The following miniatures under review from the Lalbagh Fort Museum

Collection may aptly corroborate the themalic representation of portrayal of |
women in Mughal miniatures :

An interesting painting from the colleclion of the Labagh Fort Museum. Dhaka
(PL.1) is a miniature on ragini mode.5 The Ragamala 6 painting were adopted in
the late Akbari period and gained popularity during the Jahangir period. Later
Mughal rulers predelection for Ragamala paintings is noticeable in the
innumerable paintings on the raga ragini themes. This miniature represents
the Madhu Madhavi Ragini which depicts the heroine's pining for the absent
lover or consort. She wants to rest on his arms when she hears the pleasent
ramblings of thunder amidst the monsoon clouds and the cawing ol the
excited peacocks.

Plate-1. Courtest. Dept.‘ of Archaeology and Museum, Bangladesh.

However. the setlting ol Lhis scene is laid by employing a traditional
archilectural background where a lady's apartment is shown overlooking a
terrace. A young lady is seen inside the apartment. Her allention is drawn by
another maiden in Lhe courlyard showing the rambling clouds with her hand.
The Figure of the two ladies are slim and softly modelled like the female
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figures of Jahangir period. Their costume and coilfure too. are ol the same
fashion. The sarlorial style of the maiden indoors is Rajasthani with choli.
ghagra and orni. The maiden who is standing in the courtyard is wearing a [ull
sleeved [rilled jama and c huridar drawers (izar) underneath. and draped with
an orni which covers her head and lorso in the sartorial tradition of the
Mughals. The subdued colour scheme and the architectural setting of this
miniature is reminiscent of the late Jahangir and early Shah Jahan period.

A scene captioned "A Prince and a Princess Galloping their Horses" is also
[rom the Collection of Lalbagh Fort Museum. Dhaka. Possibly a minialure from
a Royal muraqqa of the Mughals it represents a theme which gained popularity
in later Mughal paintings. Portraits ol equestrianne” were introduced in the

repertoire of Mughal paintings as early as the Akbar period to the context of
cerlain themes in the Manuscripts.

= -~

Plate-l1. Courtesy. Dept. of Archaeoloqgy and Museum.

o g

Bangladesh.
The miniature ol "A Prince and a Princess Galloping their Horses" (P1. 1I) in all
probabilily is the imaginary representation from the story of Baz Bahadur. the
Governor of Malwa and his fiance” Rupmati (The Beautiful Rajput poetess of his
zenand). It is a night scene and the two lovers are seen galloping their horses
side by side in a medow amidst undulationg hillocks. Both the figures are
rendered in profile and seem to be busy in conversation. The protagonist is
wearing a salfron colour jama and the heroine is draped in a light mauve
Mughal costume which was in vogue in the zenana in the post-Jahangir period.
From the heroe's head gear (adorned with black aigretle) it may be surmised
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that he was a noble.The flat greenish-black back-ground and the treatment of

the foreground ol this minialure may be altribuled Lo the end of Jahangir's
period.

A late 18th century painting on the same¢ theme is now preserved in the
Indian Museum. Calcutla. Another noteworthy variation ol the equestrianne” is
now housed in the India Office Library. London. The captlion of the miniature
is Baz Bahadur and Rupmati and Lthe theme represented in this painting is that
the lovers are hawking on horseback. Like the Indian Museum variation, this
miniature introducded two more figures. They are servants or escorts on foot
It is a painting of later Mughal period(c.1707-48 A.D). The environment is
Indian. where Roopamati is shown indicaling the watlerbirds by a pond on the
right side.

Plate-111. Courtesyy. Dept. of Archaeology and Museum, Bangladesh.

Portrait of a Mughal lady named Durdana (Pl. lIl) [rom the above Lalbagh fort
Museum Colleclion (Acc. No. N.M.P. 1957 1017/7) teslifies the Mughal rulers
(or nobles) idiocyncrasy for portaits.The portrait of Durdana was depicted in
keeping with the tradition of Mughal patrons demand.From the costume and
coiffure it seems that she was either a princess or a lady of high rank.? Her
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lace is in profile (ek-chashm) mode wilh large lotlus Lype of eyes of Indian
tradition.But her slender body is in Lhree quarter view(paune-do- chashm).
The lady is holding a lower in her right hand and a little Mask. probably a
boltle of scent in her left hand. Two square cushions are lying on the ground
before her.The design of the cushion is light yellow with little brownish leafl
motil. The foreground of the picture is white often employed in mature
Mughal paintings. which suggest space and it is bordered in the middle by a
low jailled or perforated marble wall. In keeping with Akbar and Jahangir
tradition the background is plain. But the blackish green Ltint of the
background is in the (radition of Shah Jahan and Aurangzeb period. Rounded
bushes border the low wall like Murshidabad painting. The horizon is light
brown or yellowsh ochre. Above Lhis is the plain blue sky with a handful of
spongy European Lype of clouds.

Physiognomy of Lthe lady on the olher hand seem to be not earlier than
Jahangir period. For the chiselled leatures. sofl modelling of face and hands.
and dainty figure betrays the tradition of portrayal of women of his period.
From this period onwards women are depicted in Lhe same norm.
Consequently, from the whole composition il is obvious that this portrail may
be either [rom the late Shah Jahan or Aurangzeb period.

Notes & References

1. Piclure album commissioned by the Timurid. Salavid and Mughal rulers containing drawings
and miniatures of varied themes (mainly portraits) and also specimens of fine calligraphy. -

2. ADb'ul Fazl : Allami The Ain-i-Akbari, 'Bibliotheca Indica Series 'Vol. 1/1873: Trans.H.
Blochmann, revised and ed. by D.C. Phillot,1927. Reprint, (Delhi: Crown Publishers, 1988).
pp-113-115,

3. Women apartment of a Muslim king, ruler or a noble during Medieval age. particularly in
Mughal India. )
4. Geeli Sen. Paintings from the Akbarnama, Varanasi: Lustre Press Pvl. Lid: & Rupa & Co..

1984, pl. No. 33 & 61
5. A FFemale Raga .

6.  Traditional Hindu musical form of melody or mode. In Rajput School of Painling raga-ragini
modes were personified through paintings. The Mughal rulers adopted this theme in
Mughal painting.

7. Murshid Quli Khan Il wife's name was Durdana.The Portrait under review.il identified as
such, then the date of this miniature may be placed in the 18th century.

The author duly acknowledges the photograph through the courtesy of the Department of
Archaeclogy & Muscums of Bangladesh.

Pl. 1. Madhu Madhavi-Ragini

PL. 1II. A Prince and a Princess Galloping their Horses.
PL. TIII. A portrail of Princess Durdna.
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Knowledge of the pastl and of the silualion of the earth is the source of adornment
and noruishment for human spril" (Malina & Wasicek 1990).
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whole was to be [ormed from random data.33 Accroding Lo the new view
archaeology is a science. for "Science” includes not only physical and biological
fields but also the social sciences---- anthropology, sociology. economics®® Hj
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"We redeline archaeology as a discipline that deals with the socio-cultural
systems and cultural processes ol the past. Archaeology is a social science
because its good is to explain human behavior. Archaeology is anthropology
because uses the concept of culture. Because these goals are accomplished by
using data from the past, the science is archaeology. Using data from the past,

however, does not make it a type of history. It is not history because archaeology
deals with general relationships between variables of human behavior, and not
with explaining sequences of unique events.°¢
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